Standards and practice guidelines as the foundation for clinical practice.
The structure and organization of health care delivery are in the midst of rapid change. Health care providers from a variety of disciplines are being challenged to define their practice and the expected patient outcomes resulting from their processes of care delivery. Standards and clinical practice guidelines are important tools for enhancing the quality of health care delivery and for documenting care. The article describes a process for developing standards and clinical practice guidelines and presents an organizational scheme for them. Based on recommendations from diverse national groups, a format for practice guidelines is presented, and a system for implementation and ongoing evaluation is recommended.